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AAO Hero!
Cathy Forbes originates from Australia, and has lived in the UAE for eigh-
teen years.  She is married, has three sons, and is a training consultant with 
Biz-Ability FZ LLC, in Dubai.  Cathy was introduced to AAO at a meeting 
with Matthew Morgan-Jones several years ago, after which Biz-Ability 
introduced AAO sponsorship to its employees -- with the company match-
ing a corporate sponsorship for each employee sponsorship.

After becoming a sponsor, Cathy decided that she could also personally 
support AAO by introducing the charity to schools within Dubai.  She has 
been working with Horizon School, in particular, for the past couple of 
years.

Cathy has been a fantastic volunteer for us, and we’re very grateful for all of 
the ways she has helped to make a di�erence in the lives of the kids in 
Sierra Leone.  We wish we would keep her around in Dubai to continue to 
raise awareness and support, but we’ve recently learned that Cathy will 
soon be returning to Australia.  Still, she says she will always have AAO close 
to her heart.  We will miss you, Cathy, but wish you all success in your future 
plans!

University of Northern Colorado students fundraising for AAO!
By Nora Testerman, Eta Sigma Gamma Treasurer

Eta Sigma Gamma is an honorary society student club 
at the University of Northern Colorado, based in 
Greeley, CO.  Our focus is on the development of health 
education and community service amongst health 
professional students, and we are comprised of a group 
of dedicated graduate and under-graduate students 
from the Community Health and Human Services 
departments.  Dr. Ashley Walker introduced us to All As 
One through her work in Sierra Leone last year with a 
community-based participatory research project for her 
dissertation.  The club members fell in love with the 
adorable AAO children through photographs, and 
decided to devote our fundraising e�orts to raise 
money for necessary orphanage services to support 
care, education, and health of these children.  

Our fundraising e�orts included a scrumptious bake 
sale, Subway coupon sales, solicitation of local business 
and private donations, and a culminating 

banquet/fundraiser with a catered dinner, a Public Health speaker from the Colorado Department of Environment and Health, a silent 
auction, and a fun balloon-ra�e prizes fundraiser.  Group members, faculty and sta�, and friends and family members attended to 
support AAO.  Overall, the banquet raised $800 and we are sending a check for a total of $1447 as a result of combined e�orts.  We are 
hoping that this money will help with orphanage operations, and we are sending our greetings to everyone in Sierra Leone from 
Colorado!

All As One thanks the wonderful students of Eta Sigma Gamma, for their
generosity and concern for the children of Sierra Leone!



The children had a fun party to 
celebrate May birthdays  – all 
with the help of our donors at 
Virgin Holidays Ltd.  There 
were �ve “birthday kids” who 
shared a special day with all of 
the other children!  They 
enjoyed two birthday cakes, 
plus a fabulous feast of special 
foods prepared by our wonder-
ful sta� cooks.  They also carried 
on with dancing and music 
until bedtime.

It was an extra special day, and 
we want to warmly thank 
Virgin Holidays, who gave a 
generous donation toward this 
treat for the kids!

Children’s Birthday Party



On Friday, 29th May, 
Horizon School held its 
annual dinner-dance at the 

Al Murooj Rotana Hotel.

It was a wonderful gala, and included a presentation by AAO’s 
Country Director, Matthew Morgan-Jones, about our work in 
Sierra Leone.  A special thank you to Cathy Forbes, whose two 
sons attend Horizon School, for coordinating the past two dinner 
dances and supporting AAO.  Cathy attributes the event’s 
success to the support from sponsors such as Emirates, Jebel Ali 
International Hotel Group, Jumeirah, Al Ghurair Retail Group, 
Precise Crystal and Horizon School.  In addition to strong 
sponsorship of prizes by local businesses, she says, “The 
incredible ongoing support by the enthusiastic parents, sta� and 
friends of Horizon school is pivotal to its success.”  We are very 
grateful for all the support from Horizon School and so much 
appreciate the hard work and dedication shown to help 
make a di�erence for the children in our care! 

Last month we shared with you about the Marriott 
Courtyard employees, who held a ra�e to raise funds 
for AAO, but we didn’t have the photo to go along 
with the story.  This month we want to share this 
photo of the wonderful Marriott Courtyard sta� 
presenting their gift to AAO volunteers, Geri Mitchell 
and Glenys Meyerho�.  We are so thrilled and appre-
ciative of the generous support!

Annual Horizon School Dinner-Dance * * **** *** *


